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Before The National Green Tribunal, Principal Bench, New Delhi

Bv E-mail
No.D-23(6)/WL/CR.No.43(20 -21)l z-sE,
Nagpur, Dated- 2-l l"t/ 2-od

To,
The Chai{person,
Principal Bench,
National Green Tribunal, New Delhi.

Sub :- Submission of joint report of Chief Wildlife Warden,

Maharashtra and Assistant Inspector General, NTCA (Central

zone)Nagpur in oA No.7712020(WZ) Sachin Rangari vrs
State of Maharashtra & Others.

Ref.:- Order Dated O9llll2020 in OA No.771202A(WZ)

Sir,

With reference to above subject it is submitted that Hon. National

Green Tribunal, Principal Bench, New Delhi had ordered Chief Wildlife

Warden, Maharashtra and Assistant Inspector General, NTCA, (Central Zone) at

Nagpur to veriff the facts and submit a joint report vide order referred above.

As per order the joint report of Chief Wildlife Warden,

Maharashtra and Assistant Inspector General, NTCA, '(Central Zone) is

submitted herewith for further necessary action.

Encl.: 1) Joint Report

2) Annexure I to XII r,t\ ,z
n(* ,/

'{\ '/

Principal Chief Conservator of Forests Q\fL)
And Chief Wildlife Warden
Govemment of Maharashtra

3
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JOrNT REPORT OF PCCF (WTLDLTFE),

MAHARASHTRA STATE AND AIG, NTCA, NAGPUR

on original Application No.77/2020 (wz) Sachin Rangari v/s State

of Maharshtra and Others

1. The original Application 7712020 was filed by Shri. sachin

Rangari in Hon'ble National Green Tribunal against the State of
Maharashtra and others. The grievance in the application was against

felling of trees and digginglexcavation of murum sand in Navegaon-

Nagzira Tiger Reserve, Gondia and Bhandara districts of Maharashtra.

The hearing of the matter was conducted on 09.ll.2ozo through video-

conferencing. After the submissions by the Leamed counsel for the

applicant and submissions made by the Conservator of Forests and Field

Director, Navegaon-Nagzira Tiger Reserve, The Hon,ble National Green

Tribunal Principal Bench, New Delhi in original Application No.7712020

has ordered to the National Tiger Conservation Authority (Centr al Zone),

Nagpur and the Chief Wildlife Warden, Maharashtra to verify the facts

and submit a joint report on this matter within two months.

2. The Assistant Inspector General, National Tiger conservation

Authority (NITCA), central Region, Nagpur and chief wildlife, warden,

Maharashtra verified the complaints made by shri. sachin Rangari since

June, 2020 and also scrutinized the various findings of various reports

regarding the allegations made in the complaints. Four such reports are

examined and analysed by the undersigned viz. the report of Field

Director, NNTR d1.08.06.2020, the report of Additional principal Chief
conservator of Forests( wildlife) East, Nagpur dt.09.06.2020, the report

of Assistant Inspector General, National Tiger Conservation Authority,
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central region, Nagpur and the report of the independent committee

formed under the chairmanship of District collector, Gondia.

Dt.0l .08.2020 submitted directly to the State Government.

3. on 1.06.2020, Shri.Sachin Rangari, District secretary, people for

Animals, Bhandara made a complaint to Smt. Maneka Gandhi, National

chairperson, People for Animals, alleging that illegal activities were

taking place in Nagzira wildlife sanctuary of Navegaon-Nagzira Tiger

Reserve. The allegations made in the complaint were as follows:

i) Hundreds of trees were felled in compartment no.

96,98,109,120,121,125 &. 126 of Nagzira range

ii) New roads were illegally constructed.

iii) Murum was excavated from the core zone using JCB from 20th

March 2020 to 23rdApril 2020.

,i

The Complainant alleged that the various provisions of Forest laws

were violated. The complainant held Range Forest officer, Nagzira

wildlife Sanctuary, Deputy Director and Field Director, NNTR

responsible for all illegal activities alleged to have taken place in Nagzira

Sanctuary. copy of the complaint was sent to NTCA, pccF (wL),
Maharashtra, Collectors of Districts Gondia and Bhandara (Anneiure I).

4. The conservator of Forests and Field Director, NNTR conducted

enquiry in this matter and submitted the report on 08.06.2020 (Annexure

D
Major findings in the enquiry report are as follows:

aI
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i) No tree was illicitly felled. During enquiry, trees fallen due to

heatry wrhds on 3 (t k{ay 2020, num1enng (57 were recorded.

Most of the wind fallen trees were found belonging to the

species Dhawda (Anogeissus latifolia), which is a low value and

gum yielding tree.

No new roads were constructed.

JCB machines were used for sanctioned desilting works and

regular annual road repair works which are used for protection

purpose. The entries of JCB machines were made in the

Registers maintained for this purpose at various gates of NNTR.

ii)

iii)

5. On the instructions from PCCF (Wildlife), Maharashtra, APCCF

(Wildlife) East, Nagpur visited Nagzira Wild life sanctuary on

08.06.2020 to enquire into the allegations made in the complaint.

Accordingly APCCF (Wildlife) East, Nagpur has submitted a report on

9.06.2020 to PCCF (WL) (Annexure III). In this report he had stated that

machinery was used in road repair works, desilting works, the murum

excavated was used in repairing the roads, no trees were felled to

excavate the murum and was in consonance with the enquiry report

submitted by Field Director, NNTR on 08.06.2020. The Principal Chief

Conservator of Forests (Wildlife) vide letter no 356, dated 10.06.2020

endorsed the findings of both reports and forwarded it to Goveinment of

Maharashtra (Annexure IV).

6. Since a copy of the complaint was sent to Additional Director

General, National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA), New Delhi an

independent field visit and enquiry was conducted by Assistant Inspector

General, Nagpur, NTCA on date 10.06.2020 and 11.06.2020.The site visit

7
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and enquiry report of Assistant Inspector General, Nagpur, NTCA is
given in Annexure v. The findings of the report submitted by AIG,

NTCA are as follows:

i) Road repairing works was

cross drainage structures

construction was observed.

ii) Numerous wind fallen trees were seen of different species, girth

and height. No JCB or intentional felling marks were found on the

trunks of the trees. However, cassia siamia (exotic) trees which

were on grassland were uprooted as a part of meadow

management.

iii) Excavation of murum was observed which were used for road

repairs and murum was not taken outside tiger reserve.

iv)Mechanizedhabitat management works was done in chital maidan

Grassland.

,i

7. After the submission of the above three reports to the competent

authorities, Shri. Sachin Rangari sent another complaint to PCCF (wild
life) on 13.6.2020 through email. He stated that the reports of ApccF
(wildlife) East, Nagpur and Field director, NNTR were mis[eading.rn

addition fresh allegations were made regarding ploughing inside Nagzira

sanctuary (Annexure VI).The Complainant requested PCCF (wild life) to

set up an independent investigation team (not involving any official of
NNTR) to enquire into the allegations in his complaint. He also made a

demand that he should also be allowed during inspection by the enquiry

team members and mentioned that he would file a pIL if his demands

were not met. Copy of the same letter was sent to Smt. Maneka Gandhi,

Chairperson, PFA, Additional Director General, NTCA, New Delhi,

noticed at several places with criss

but no nedbituminous/RCC road
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MoEF &. CC, New Delhi and Additional Chief Secretary (Forests),

Maharashtra. Government of Maharashtra vide letter 15.07.2020

constituted an independent five member committee with District

Collector, Gondia as Chairman of the committee along with office

bearers from three local NGOs and Deputy Conservator of Forests,

Gondia Forest Division. (Annexure VII) to enquire the complaints.

8. The enquiry committee, under the Chairmanship of District collector,

Gondia conducted meetings with the officers from NNTR and the

complainant and gaye an opportunity to them to submit their version with

supporting documents. The enquiry committee visited Nagzira Sanctuary

on 24.07.2020 to verify the allegations made in the complaint. During

field visit, complainant was also taken along with the enquiry committee.

On the same duy, complainant requested Collector to visit Nagzira

Sanctuary once again for enquiry to visit the remaining areas. The District

Collector, Gondid considered his request and agreed to visit once again so

as to maintain transparency and impartialrty of the enquiry, even though

she was very busy in dealing with Covid-lg related issues. As per the

request the enquiry committee again visited Nagzira Sanctuary on

30.07.2020 for the second time. After field visit, considering'the

documents submitted by the officers of NNTR and the complainant, the

legal provisions given to carry out the various works in the Protected

Area, the enquiry committee under the Chairmanship of District

Collector, Gondia submitted the enquiry report to Maharashtra

Government on 01.08.2020 (Annexure VIII).

The salient findings of the enquiry report are as follows:

7_
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i) Murum had been excavated for repairing the roads in Nagzira

sanctuary which are listed in the approved Management plan (2010-11

to 2019-20). Murum was excavated only from those spots where it

was available. The murrum excavated from the reserve has been used

in existing road repair work within the Nagzira wildlife sancuary. The

road repair work is done every yaffi, for patrolling and management

activities of the Nagzira wildlife sanctuary. JCB machines were used

in excavation of murrum needed for road repairs. No trees were

observed to be felled while excavating murrum. Repairing of roads is

done for protection purpose and hence there is no violation under

Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980.

ii) There was no evidence of any new construction of roads as all the

sites visited were road repair works.

iii)Illicit Felling of 400-500 trees as alleged in the complaint was not

observed.

,i

iv) Activities of desilting, road repairs and meadow development were

carried out using financial powers to approve/sanction works

conferred upon respective officials under financial rules and as per the

prescriptions of approved management plan of Nagzira Sanctuary. -

9. In October 2020, Shri. Sachin Rangari made a fresh and similar

complaint in Koka Wildlife Sanctuary (it is part of NNTR in Bhandara

District) to Superintendent of Police, Bhandara against RFO, Koka

Wildlife Sanctuary, ACF, Koka Wildlife Sanctuary, Deputy Director,

NNTR, Field Director, NNTR, all Round Officers and Forest Guards of

Koka Wildlife Sanctuary (Annexure IX). Copy of the complaint was
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given to PCCF (Wild life), Smt.'Maneka Gandhi, Chairperson, PFA;

Divisional Commissioner, Nagpur Division, District Collector, Bhandara

and Deputy Conservator of Forests, Bhandara. Accordingly PCCF (Wild

life) vide letter no 162 dated 29.10.2020 instructed APCCF (Wild life)

East, Nagpur to conduct enquiry and submit report.

Allegations in the complaint were:

i) 10000 trees were felled in Koka Wildlife Sanctuary and

transported outside using the vehicle MH 35 D 423.

ii) Murum was excavated in various compartments in Koka

Wildlife Sanctuary.

10. The Conservator of Forest and Field Director, NNTR conducted

enquiry and submitted the enquiry report (Annexure X) wherein it was

found that

i) No suckr massive illicit felling of trees has taken place in Koka

wildlife sanctuary. Only in three compartments (C. No 384,168

and 169) 17 illicit stumps were recorded. Even those trees were

not found felled during the said period December 2019 to May

2020.

ii) Murum excavated in few locations was used only fol qoad repair

works which are used for protection of forest and wildlife in

Koka Wild life sanctuary.

I L The Conservator of Forests and Field Director, NNTR vide letter

no 1988 dated 2311212020 had reported to PCCF (WL) that Shri. Sachin

Rangari was arrested and a case is registerd (FIR I'{o.0330, dt.
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06.12.2020)by Kardha Police Station, District Bhandara for trying to

extort money from RFO, Koka, in response to a complaint lodged by

RFO Koka in Police station, Kardha, Bhandara. (Annexure XI).

According to the report of the Field director, NNTR:

"For about 2 weeks, Mr. Sachin Rangari negotiated with RFO, Koka

through a mediator and threatened that if the extortion amount quoted

by him was not given to him, he will file a writ petition in the Honble

High court. Hence, RFO Koka filed a complaint against Mr.Sachin

Rangari in Kardha Police Station, Bhandara district. On 6th

December 2020, Mr.Sachin Rangari deputed Mr.Rahul Ganvir to

accept extortion money on his behalf from Mr.Sachin Jadhav, Koka

RFO. After he accepted money from Koka RFO he was aruested by the

police and FIR (l{o.0330, dt. 06.12.2020, Kardha Police Station,

District Bhandara) was also filed against both Mr.Rahul Ganvir and

Mr.Sachin Rangari on 6th December 2020. On 7th December

Mr.Sachin Rangari was also arrested and produced before the hon'ble

court of JMFC, Bhandara. Both of them were given bail on same day

and the investigation is on. "

12. Shri. Sachin Rangari had repeatedly made allegations pbout the

works in NNTR since lune 2020 till he got arrested in the extortion case.

In view of this the Field Director, NNTR vide letter no. 1733 dt.

12.112020 (Annexure XII) expressed his views and the status of the field

staff wherein he has stated that:

"It seems one among his malafide intentions ,s to defame the

Mahar a s htr a for e s t de p artm ent, e sp e ci a lly w i I dl ife w in g.
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Complainant seems to have no basic lcnowledge of FCA, WL7A

and principles of wildlife monagement, especially meadow

development. This is what the fficers and staff working in NNTR

realised fro* the allegations made by the complainant against the

fficers and stffi.fro* Nagzira wildlife sanctuary and Koka wildlife

Sanctuary. Enquiring into such baseless wild allegations results in

Ltnnecessary wastage of time and energ,, of the fficers and staf.f,

when he was told that tractor was used to plough the land in chital

maidan for meadow development works, he responded by saying that

FCA was violated by breaking and ploughing the forest land.

Number of tigers has increased from 190 to 312 in Maharshtra

state. Maharashtra state is widely appreciated both in India and

world for doing excellent job in the field of tiger conseryation. It
seems that malafide intention of the complainant is to tarnish the

image of the Maharashtra state, projecting that so mqny illegal things

are taking ptice in NNTR and state government is not taking any

action against the fficers.

Few press reporters who contacted fficers from NNTR were also

complaining that the complainant is continuously pestering them ryith

the request to publish the press note issued by him. Ii shows the

malafide intention of the complainant.

In the latest MEE (Management Effectiyeness Evaluation) exercise

conducted by NTCA, New Delhi, NNTR secured l2th position among all

50 tiger reserves in India and lst position among all the tiger reseryes in

Ma/tarashtra. But the complainant is trying to prolect rltat officers and

staff in.A'AlIIR are indulging in illegal activities, which in turn demoralize

the staffi and fficers working in NNTR, which is located in tribal
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dominated, naxal affected and remotest part of Maharashtra. J{ow
conducting meetings with the field fficers and boosting their morale has

become the regular due of higher fficials in addition to the regular
duQ. Around 50% of the field staffs in Nagzira sanctuary, who promised
that they will work for one more year had applied for transfer and got
transferred out of lttagzira sanctuary.

After making baseless allegations in his complaint dated I st June

2020, he went along with two persons on 4th June 2020 with camera and
threatened Mr.Mahesh Bopche, JCB driver to say that he fellecl trees

using JCB while working in Nagzira sanctuary. A complainant in this
regard has been filed by Mr Mahesh Bopche, JCB driver in Goregaon

Police station, District Gondia on 6th June 2020. This incident also
shows the malafide intention of the complainant, He is ready to go any
extent to defame the fficers and the department.

Just by making baseless frivolous allegations and sending it to
higher fficials, complainant is harassing the fficers and staff and gets

them engaged in unproductive work. ,,

13' Since June 2020, Shri. Sachin Rangari has made several'allegations

against NNTR management from Field director to frontline staff. The
allegations in the complaints were not proved in any reports of Field
Director NNTR, ApccF (wL) East Nagpur, AIG, NTCA and
independent committee report under District collector, Gondia. Despite

above reports, he continued to make allegations regarding other protected

areas of NNTR and has filed petition in National Green Tribunal for the

same allegations.

10
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14. The PCCF (WL) and AIG NTCA, Central Region, Nagpur have

carefully ascertained truth in the allegations and other documents and

concluded that the allegations as given in the complaint by Shri.Sachin

Rangari is frivolous, not based on facts and intentionally done with other

ulterior motives and hence it is requested to be dismissed by the Hon'ble

National Green Tribunal.

Submitted for further consideration of Hon'ble National Green

Tribunal. .1,r\4./g, l(w ,/A' 'r'
N.H.Kakodkar

PCCF (WL) Maharashtra AIG NTCA, Central Region
Nagpur

t1
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fiitude: 2'1.252748 :

rngitude: 80.029205 ':

evation:395.29m . . .

:curacy:4.3m , ,:

me: 2G04-2020 '11:59:

fiilude:Z1 .252748 ,

rngitude: 80.029205
evation:395.29m j.
:curacyl 4.3m i

me:20-04-2020 1i:59
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rtitude: 2"1 .312783
rngilude: 80.080537
evation:435.93m
;curacy:1.5m
me:23-04-2020 12:56
rte: Alebedar

rtitude: 21.312783
rngitude: 80.080537
evation:435.93m
:curacy:1.5m
mg23-04-20201?:56
)te: Aiebedar
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Iitude: 21.252945
,ngitude: 80.029552
evation: 419.89m
:curacy;l.2m rii,:$
me: 20452020 12:03 _. .q*

;;,!,f.
l .:.
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r:\

iii:,
. rj t,:-.ii

: ",- l'\:;: l::

rtitude:21.312803
rngitude: 80.080547
evationi 436.43m

me: 23-04-2020 12:56
)te: Alebedar
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ffi I

ffi mfu**Hmffi
*i* 

i',-j--;;'=:;"i

Tffi
qfr.

qr iTweqmW+qq€crfr
1+aur+l gdrTq5

frsq^'- I'aking action againsl illegal road Consrruction wort and cutting of trees inside the core
zone of Navegaon-Nagzira Tiger Reserve (NNTR)

riqd :- 1. qr. qEiqE@ffiSderfi 
F-q-S6l) q (r. qFq{qi+qrqtoqr-6wkffi 

Ozt0;6n0zo
ffit-qiT<T{qrqilffi.R

2, errq-d qrqiwqt{ Er Hi. m,qT. 1 tsilFrdfms:Rlz 0 -z I I t 11|q4EF 0J / 0 6 /2a20
3. qr6rqliTqrq q* m mdl zilq,vftl 2a-21 t462iqrfm. osloo /2()20,

4. Bqs'q'rfi-qr, T*rq-rTrTPgnT qrq {r€tq qtd, sr-sHql?- q* ;n qeT_frrm}Etfivfr/zo_
zU 634 kqiEros/oo/eozo

iqn-ffi {iqqTq g:T fi'. 1 q 2 q-q+ qi. HhT ffi, s..r.,tary, peopre for Animals,
Bhandar:a disr., urrit sakoli qdqT. dqf,i rrffFIffi, ffiqqg, qiqTR+?irmd-qT ei-$iTli+

!il-sYfrqts;I qT fiqimqTsftqqtFd sm-ruTrqrqlqnrfr ?itrqriTqE{ filqrqr qa-ar ur' HI-*iqT
alel e'ryE nt {"flflq q,r E " 3 ere+ Eqqifua q,6tqr-* etqqfr mrq gTplfts-+flrfr ,iE-qrtT

sTtq'qrsg H](T 6srt frq.qils-d qwurt{ HfuRr 
")qryft 

arEerm €.i({ s-rnq=fr ffihq }qrqliT
gtTd.m}6ia1"

fufiq wr ffi'. 4 qq+ ilTiqm-*., ;rend-qlTkiT anq 1iq1fr q}r, vrfit6 nie} 6oo6ta.
gs,{qTaT 3{frq 3r6-dlf, €rqr ffieT erE{ frrilqpi-fr661 eTprsrfl *rr eifrq 

"ffi 
slEqmr{fr

rrdffir alfu. srtdrq-{.{ iifrq'++rft €r{drmalniqflul$qrE{srr"tTf,td eTit. ;Fifllqrkds
'qfuqqrEi{.

lrfi:r- aifrqffiorrqm

(3TR. qq. r].q,TTtr?)
q.{*i{erfr a?rT qtr' €qrm"q.,,

qfrq-ilrrfu{T qrq vote qiz, rmqqr

slf, ft irfr : - Bq-{ifl arm'. T+rnq'qplfl T qrq' *,stq elT, Hi.FiTfi- qrqT qikotq Brasf, .
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Enqury report on alleg4,tions macle by shri. sachih Rnngari, Member,
People for Animnls5 Bhandara district, Unit Sakoli

1. Report regarding allegecl road construction in core zone of NNTR

Existing Road network in NNTRis being repaired every year once the monsoon
season is over. Tourism roads in Nagzira range are

i) Nagzira tourism complex to Mangezari gate running through c. no.96, 125,121,
lzA,t 12,11 1, I 1 0 and 1 09

.ii) Nagzira tourism cornplex to pitezari gate road running,16rorgh C. no. lZ5,126
and 98

iii) Nagzira tourism complex to chorkhamara gate running through c.no.
123,124,122,370

T,hese r0ads w"erp f€paired in November and Decpmber 2019. These road$ are
tourist cum pmtection foads and main nehvork for access !o core coqpaifuients of
Nagzii"a sanggi But due, to unseasonal rains till ^April ?02A, roads ggt dLaged and
patrolling vehicles Were found getting sruck in some patc:lror. More-over, theirbctors
carryiirg tankers to filt the artificial water holes with water during summer u/ere
finding it difficult to pry. Hence RFo Nhgzira was instructed uv-nrri ;l1g;r:
NNTR to get these road patches repaired without further aaay.'i:lun ;";;;
works rvere earried out frorn tZlh Uayto 22th May 2020 wjth the help of JeB and
tractors, While qar"rying out the rgpair rvork; mqrrqmwas used. JCB *itf, tegiin"tf*
no'Mfl35.G592l andthree tractorswereusedintheabovework.Registrati"onqo,of
the traetdrs used-are MH 3l D 593, MH 3r5 G 7433and I{H JdD g630,
Photos of ent.ry and qxit date f,or,vehieles are atrached herewith.

workers worked finm l0.am to 5.10 Fm and used to sxit the core zone, by 6'pm. JCB ancl two *aotors rvere stationed inside eore in the;said period as ilwas not:
econor'nical for *re vehicle'to play eve'ry day fto.m and:to native villages..,One trac,tor
was iled trl fpn]l workers. all the enfties were taken irt ,the gare registers, All,rufes
regardfug ,wolking in sore zone,worq foliowed. No trees u,ere felle.d ivhile excavanhg
Inurrum for the road repair \-vork, No illegal road esnstruciioo wrs dorie in Nagzira
rarrge:

2) Regarding alleged, feiling of 50.60 trces in c. No. 97 rvith .tcB

gritf respect tol complairit sf illioit, felling of trees Lr C. no. .9i, RFO
(Protection) wildlifq Gondia ins;Bected C.nq. 97, No such illicirifelling of.tre;s wiih
the help of JCB, asdtlgged, in the cempraint, rras been noticed by thq EFb @rotecrioqy
Wildlife. The areaexperienced snong:win4s and torrential rains orrt:ii of'lvray=zozo.
Eight trees were found uprooted and Loken due to *inJ, ancl rain.
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{) rtegarding errt5y of JCB no. MH 35 G s92t
sflt€r

:.'":.r-.1.-.:.:5:._--*.1-..f :_--_=r_.:.,.::..:.....,.|:..:::_

'q:

from Pongezara gate and Marigezari

1.

5)' Regardingalleged rhurrum exeavdtion in c.No. g619g110g1120 ,r2r,tzs,rz6
As mentioned in point.uo. 1, existing road network is being repaired ev,.w

)'ear in NI{[R Tfe.to$s run'through thecompartments, nreutionerl in.rhe, complaint,M:yT. frorri agoi,nins area ot tir;;;;;;';;."ii',hr repairwork. Groundverification wag done,ld the saiil c.ompartrnerts and images sent in c-omplaint werev$r'fied;in tlte spot. 
"A'fter the inspeetion, ACF .has come-to conclusion tliat niur,,urn,was: excavated Oniy for road repair u,ork aqd no tueeg *"au tU.a rryhfle nUryum was

.i,

ithe said JCB entered from pongeata gate to cqrry our the desilting works inNagzira Range. once rhe works.were compreied, it exitirhrough same gate.

;Xff*,lTrTH:f :ffiffiari g,tu us mentioneoirr point no. r rorroad rcpair

All the enuies were taken in gate registers.

5) Disturbance toTiger mov€ment inNagzira Range

: - Tigers T 8, T 9 and tigressT 4 with two cubs are residert.tigers of Nagzira,range:No disturbance hlis been found in their rnoyement puiorn due to roarl repairing ordesilfing w'ork and all tlrrte tigers are fornd ueo;. *en m.oving inside the core,*onh.This has been strbstantiated Uy-.red.urrrera hap images.

6) Alleged illicit fering of 400.500 tiees in,c.Iyo.,97,96,9g,I2s,126109iI2r

As mentiond. 
T I:f, no. Z and ,, u, p.*l inspection report of ACF, Nagzira illigit'ftUrng s_f trees with JCB was,ilot oUserved in any of the cornpartmenb xlentioned inthe complaint. AgBin, due to rains, tree!-were forrJrpr**O to r/alying,nurnbers inall above conlparrnenrs. (phoros ui*iraattu" ur.r r#.iJa rru.ewitnl.

' Table l: List,of winrlfallen treos.c-cnnpartmeflt wise

Ano*eisi**.
(Dhawda)

Otryenfa
dalh'ergisaoicles

", ttt .! i .
f
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From the above mentioned facts, it is very clear that JCB was usecr only to repair the existingroad network in nagzira and to irnprove tlre habitat for wilcllife. No trees rn the q"st raere also felledrvhile doing these works. 
fuitv

C.onservator of Forests hield Director,
Navegaon Nagzir.a Tiger Reserve, Go,.,dia

18

@harida)

lil:gdfuea indira
I-I\lnk,'o\

3. C, no. 125 28 ,Anogeissus lqt{Oltq
(Dhawda)

,4.
C;nct, t26 it Ancgeissus latifoTid

@hawda)

5. Cno.97 U Anogeissus tatffi
@hawda)

6, C,no. 120-
.t" Aitiigeissw lai@.

{Dlrar,,udit)
1 C.no,. l2l Iv Anogeiss,us Iatifolia

(Dhawda)

t-'v
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Encl: As,above.

Copyforwarded to the Conservator of Forests
for information.

Addl'Principat chief conservator of Forests (wirdrife) East, Nagpur2nd Froor' Laxmi sanchar BSNL Buirding, Near Kasturchand park, Nagpur-rt40001

Addl. principal Chief Conservator of Forests
(Wildlife) East, Nagpur

& Field Director, Navegaon Nagzira Tiger Reserve, Gondia

Tele No.0712-2560953
Office Email tD

:- 09/06/2020
To,

The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Wildlife)
Maharashtra State, Nagpu t ,

sub:- Taking action against illegat road construction work and cutting of trees inside thecore zone of Navegaon-Nagzira Tiger Reserve (NNTR) regd,.
Ref: 1) The pccF (wL) M.s.Nacpu/: retter no.Des r)-as,ruizrztro2o_27, dated 2/6/20202) This office retter No. Desk-1(A)/steno/compruiny,a, dated 5/6/202a3) rhe CF & FD NNTR Gondia,s letter no.ste noienquir;6:;;;;r:;:r;o ,.u.roro

r"tt.r rn*r.il:.ffirr":.T:[rr::"*, 
activiries carried out in NNrR was received from your office vide

,un.,. ,"lfl'#]|H :::T::", 
a pretiminary Enquiry Report resardins,,th"*ro_*l mentioned subject vide

The conservator of Forests & Field Director, Navegaon *rr.,rl Tiger Reserve, Gondia hassubmitted final repor.t vide.letter referred above at no.3.
rt is submitted that, the ApccF (wL) rrri N.rou,, nas personaily visited the NNTR on 8 th June202.0 to ascertain the facts mentioned in the complaint.

The enquiry report submitted by FD, NNTR, Gondia reveals that, the machinery was.used forcar.ying out the excavation of 
'u,,.rm, 

,.uo.,r. of the roads and for the de-siltation of water bodies. The'road repair works are done annually and are essential for regular patroling of the staff. These workshave not lead to any felling / uprooting of the trees. some trees, however, are uprooted and broken as aresult of strong winds and torrential rains of 31,t May, zOZO. fie entrv a exit ae,r* 
"i*" machinery/vehicles used for carrying out designated works are taken in assigned registers at the chgck post.The enquirv'repo$ submitted bv the FD, NNTR is based 

", 
,n" #i, ;;;';J"i"en verified on

:[:i:i#:]il:::::Yate gazetted orricers. rhe undersigned has arso visited the area and agrees to

n","*1;'iJ,[',ff"",::]*:::::Li:f"::'ector' Navegaon Nagzira riger Reserve, Gondia is encrosed

13

,r.rLo.,
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anBhavanRamgiriRoad,CivilLines,Nagpur440fi;
wrn tq firdterr (+ffia1,r-{1qrq <ros prin.ip"i 

561"pll8Tp@J3E!f:t'gov.in; qtfr Phone: 0712-2s4s5-63; ffrq' Fax: 0712-2ss301g; tqrrqe: www.mahaforest.gov.in

the Cons ha

By E-mail

No.D-23(6)/WL/Cr.No,6(20-zt)t 3 E 6
Nagpur, Dated - lO 106/2020

To,
The Additional Chief Secretary (Foresrs)
Revenue and Forest Department,
Mantralaya, Mumbai 32.

Sub :- Taking action against illegal road construction work and cutting of trees inside the core
zone of Navegaon-Nagzira Tiger Reserve (NNTR) _ reg.

Bef :- 1) Letter datedl/612020 from ShriSachin M.Rangari, Secretary, pFA, Bhandu.a. lP '""1,rf,-ff*l"ed216/2020 from Additional chief si.r.t*y (r'orests) M*truruyu, I p- t I

3) E-mail dated2/6/2020 from ADG (Project Tiger) & Member Secretary, NTCA, lP -91
.New Delhi

4)E mail dated2/6/2020 from Shri,soumitra Dasgupt4 IGF, wildlife, MoEF & CC, lf -S S
NewDelhi.

5) This office letter D-23(6)/232/2020_Zt dt.2t6/ZOZ0. lV .-49

"$i'$::tr1(li[f i#,!:fr i"ffi;:?!Trffi*"iw,arir"rEast'NagpurretterlP-ta

A compldint was received regarding illegal road construction work and cutting
of trees inside the core zone of Navegaon-Nagzira Tiger Reserve vide letter ciibd at reference
no'l above. The matter was examined and enquiry report has been submitted by Additional
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Wildlife) East, Nagpur vide letter at reference No.6
after his field visit.

The enquiry report reveals that the machinery was used for carrying outln.
excavation of murram, repairs of the roads and for the de-siltation of water bodies. The road
repair works are done annually and are essential for regular patrolling of the*staff, some trees,
are uprooted and broken as a result of strong winds and torrential rains of 3l st May, 2020. The
entry and details of the machinery/ vehicles used for canying out designated works are taken
in assigned registers at the check post.

E:\DATA\CR-6(2G21) Eng.doc
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Thc unclersigncd agrces rvith the report and the same is submitted herewith for
yoru perusal and necessary action.

24

Encl. - As above. ,vft'>
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (WL)

Maharashtra State

Cop,"- subrnitted to :- 1) Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (HoFF) Maharashtra State
for information.

2) Dr.Anup Kumar Nayak, ADG (project Tiger) & Member Secretary,
NTCA, New Delhi for infbrmation.

3) Shri.Soumitra Dasgupta, IGF. Wildlife, M.EF & CC,New Delhi
for information.

4) ,Dep{f E-ia-e.ier GEne'"*J o-j k-re;,| Gur,}"*J)
frloEE, (yio-,,J cffice, N*?pLL/r

E:\DArA\cR-6(2G21)En8.doc

/

,/
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rltega I road csnstruction, #I,H:;:::IJ: 
", rn u room excavation in

Navegaon Nagzira Tiger Reserve, Maharashtra

AIGF NTCA Nagpur was directecl by NTCA He to cause
enquiry hy carrying out site visit in connection to.
illegal i'oacl construction work and cutting of trees
inside the area of Navegaon - Nagzira Tiger Reserve
vide oM ,:. No,/15/2010-NTCA (vol-1) riated 8'r, June
2020. ln persuasion, undersignecl has carried
out site vrsit on 10'i .lnd i-i1' June 2020.

I v'ras accLrrnpanied by Field Director, Depr_rty Director,
ACF, RFO and concerned frontline staff for site visit.
During visit, we travelled on road in irelricle and
''ryalked across the said compartment to verify
the merit of allegations.

Salient fir-rding of the visit are as fr:llows.

t

. lllegal roacl

cOnstruction in
core zone

Location

Not menticned

t!#ur,* j: i,r"iJ;;,.ii t - (:{:,iti:i;:x'rirrjr,1}:,1

Roarl repairing n,ork urJi,ioi,L"U at severor pro.*, *lir, .roir:
drainage structures but no new./bitr,rnrinoLrs,,RCC road
cr:nstruction was observed. Same raras cr_,nfirrnecl by the l,ield
Director.

Nu,rlerous wind fallen/broken trees of Ciii;r;nt ;Giiel;i;ih
and height were obserr,ed throrrgirotrt the area. No JCB orCuttiilg of

about 55 - 60
trees with JCB

Cutting of 400
trees

i- ''*--i"
ri:i

, r Excavation of
3 j Miirrorl rrrith

JCB

4 I llechanizeci

Con'partrrt:nt
No.97
Compartment
No,125,126

126

other intentional felling rnarks on tree trunk yyere observed.
No parts of fallen trees vrer.e observer.l to be remor;ecl.
However, Cerssio stamia (exoric) trees ericroaching on
grassland were founrJ uprooted ,n Chital nraidan grassland. lt
vras informed by Field Director that same were removecl as a
part of habitat tlanagement interve|.ttion ancl no part of it was

No' 96,98, : pits franked to the roads anci ,,i,/ater Ilercor..tion/ ,-"ieur;on
109, stnictures. As informed by the Field Director. it was Cone for

s-tM!grq::l4qr_o..,o_ryr yil not taken ourside tiger rbserve.
chitat. Maiclan i rt *u-.g,=uJ bylh;FbiJ Didt;. ttoi ,";G;;;;a;a;rr,

ri
G rassla n d

.,!,s errLL(vr Lrtdr lilrLildilllt
: management was done in chital nraidan grasslancl

lmi.trediately after receiving the conrplairit, a local lerei enquiry was conciucterl by Fielrl Direrlor,

0bservations
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t'$r"$llLE F{}I.{ Arurl?xA{,S

To,
The prluclpal Chlef Con:
Maharash-il;H;il1'::rvatororFores*fwlldllre)

l i r r. -\r .\ \ r.1' l;i,--:;ll ;IJhlndarl Distt. t,ni(

.\{('Hl\ R.l\(i,1iil
Srr:re f lr n,

Datet 73/06/2020

2

Subfect: In response to the Inquiry Reponcorezone of NNTR byApccF g*rilirrrul r"lsubmitted 
on cutdng of trees and muroom excarauon rn

Ref;

1. Letrer No. Desk-1(A)rtsteno/Comnlair
2.LenerNo.D_nG)^;Li;;:;",::;,;:;:;y;#J;:H,:;r:::?():i1:l:,

An Inquiry report on tree-cuttjng and muroom avn.,,^il^_ !APccF [wildlifeJ East lt is observed";;;'utoo'excavadon in cor
i nrormati o n o..i"J r r,ro wi ng poinLs. 

-'-' th is ..0;; l' 
- 

;;:ffi J::T :JJn:lXTH[::"j.tJ

.1. 
This report says t}at muroom was

;[:J"Htff ffiii{:}::"i,*f ;ffi,:Hri::,*,ffJf 
}4;#xl1;:*,::i;Ti,,fi;:Ploughing inside rhe c

wasdoneunderther:orezonewithoutp".miJnofseniorauttroritiesil -^','--*'l 
the help o[ tractor.

**tffi *'.u* x#*irt +#:$t $:",fffi
2. The report says that the area fcore z

::::::^:"t of Mav 2020. Andaru to ti"ru, 
-:one of NNTRJ experienced. strong winds and.torrential

fi[:1::i::1."[:::ffi **",,ji.]*_.:1r:#i+di,q:;:.fi [::."5l*
3. The report sa

revear rhar muroorn *..r1 
,n1, no rees *.* u,,* or;;n 

the photos encrosedJ 
t

ni,p,,it,*,ffi i;,**i j*ffi:Iil:,::.:i1i;::ffi'ilff I;]iH";"'Jl,.Tffi :il:: jff :
;i:T":':;*:iJffi;1 1,"''-*"r. i#'rcs 

sxcava t€d rrom adjacent are.as or the ;; ;;; ";:; r 
""

{i:ili,iiT*, #!Si!!i !:"{fi#[ii:i*:' H!;r,:;;ly,iuonservation Act, 1e80. (NrcA surd;rin;;;;:ffi;:XJil",T#::::;.fl[ 
"##i11,1o.u*

,\cid - (i;rtikrrnihhali 
ltoarl. Shivai:i lt/arci

--
189
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&

4.'Ihe photos enclosed with report does not clear the dates of entry and exit ofJCB and tractors.
The report includes only month of entry. This point does not reveal what kind of work these machines
were doing in the month of March & April 2020. The said JCB & ractors entered Pongezara gate on
20/o3/2020 and exited on 23/04/2020. That's a period of more than a month. (lmages of gate entries
are attached.)

The lmages of trees fallen wlth fCB before 31st Man 2020 are attached wlth thls letter.
These lmages are with locatlon and date.

After reading this reporg it can be stated that the concerned-officers have indulged in
wrongdoings and they have intentionally mislead the investigation officers. We also suspect that there's a
huge financial mismanagement involved herein. This laughable inquiry report, submitted by B. S. Hooda,
APCCF [WL) East, is not acceptable. The inquiry by CF Gondia is also doubtful and it tries to save the skin
of concerned officials who are responsible for this tree-cutting and excavation. Deputy Field Director,
Field Director & APCCF have submitted misleading report.

Therefore, wo reque$t your utmost attentlon to setup an independent & transparent
investigation team [not involvlng any of0clal of NI.ITR) to investigate thls matter. We also dernand
to allow t}te complainant Mr. Sachin Rangari to be present during the inspection by the team
nrembers. If this demand is not met, then the complainant, Mr. Rangari will have no option but to
file a PlL against all the concerned auLhbrities on the appropri:te legal ptatform and
simultaneously raise the issue on all the social media platforins along with atl the enclosed proofs
including the whatsapp group chats of concerned officers.

Sachln M Rangari
secreffi,"iffit'f,Inuara
PEO|TE-FOfl AH'E!,ArS
BHANDARA ofi. UHIT

,AT, SAKOU

Copy to:
1" SmL Maneka Gandhi, Chairperson, PFA India & Member of parliament, Indla
2. Addlttonal Chief Secretary (ForestsJ, Maharash rra
3. Dr' Anup Kumar Nayatr, ADG (ProiectTlger) & Member secretary, NTCA, New Delhl
4. Shri Soumitra Dasgupta, IGF, r#ildlife, MoEF, & CC, New Delhl

ll
Lr
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The colored portion indicates compartments where tree cutting and excavation is done.
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*"-l n,,Ut"l6*1*] Rf kd ,/ AP.cP

,-"-*:*
(\-..

EnquirT report on aregationc nradc by shri. sachin Rongari, Membe.people for Afiimrls, Bharrrlara Ai.tri.f Urii;ilfi
l. Rcport regardirrg llleged rord construclion in core zone of Nr-TR

Exisring Roaer,etwork tn *T-r: bei.g repaire.d e'ery year onci the rnonsoonseason is over. Tourism roads in Nagzi*lrriig. ur"i) Nagzira tourilcolqlex to Mangezari gi . **ing rlrrougb C. no.96, lZs,lZL,l20,l t2,ll l,I l0 and I09
ii) Nagzira tourism co'rplex to pitezari g're road running through c. no. 125, 126and 98
iii) Nagzira tourism cornpiex to chorkhamara gare running rhrougrr c.no.123,124,1?2,370 o --'-"!r'ra 'Jtrvu6rr L'rIr

Jltese roads were repaired in r,vovember and .l)ecernber 20]9. Ttiese rpads aretourist cum protecrion roads and main n.t,,uorklo-r;;;;;;; JJ.'.'"o'ri,oonrenls ofNagzi'a range. Bur crue ro urxeasonar rains i* ooriloru,';"ff;[.maged 
andpatro'ing vehicles 

ry11 
roturo getling sruck in some patcrres. Moreover, tle ractorscan'ying tanlicrs to fiI the ertit]cirlr-iyaler irot.s wittr water during summer werefinding it diflicult ro ply. Hence naO NrOl3 u,as insrru*ed Or_rr*,O*lJrlNN rR * get rhese roaa patctres ;*rJ il,n* furthur delay, ihus road repair

;]:'.,1iff::H:::::: ''-'t*ii't zz'r' Ir4av 202() wirh rhe herp orICB anrl

,, o J,r,, ; ; il' il,#,.T,. # rI.1,::T H lfr ;,f;ic ilx*:fl :"T.,, *the rractors used are MH il D Sgi,,rf ,ii ,i33 and MH i6 D 8630.Photos of entry and exit.,tare ,,r, ""ii.i.. *J"r,u.r.o hereu,ith.

*,. ,.Jfi:1;J:,X:,lTJ,:Hilffi:flI and usecr r0 exit the core zone by 6
ec. non: icar ro, ti.' ril i 

"r. 
to pr oy rr*.y oo;;,:T J', 

jHX,j fi:::rH.T:.i;Jrvas uscd to feny w.rkers, Arr rhc ennics *=.u ,rt"n in {.hu. gate register:. AIr rures

;:,I1I?J:#1.:,T."* 
zone were folrorved. No rrees *.*,.itrr.a i,iil ilff; r

ftrnge, 
repair rvork' No illegal road construclion rvas ior. ,, Nagzira

2) Regarding alleged felling of 50_60 tr.ccs ir C. No. 92 rritlr JCI]

With respect to complaint of illicif feling of rr.ces in C. no. 97, RFOfrorecrion) wildrife' condia inspect.o i.,*. si, No ,u.l iricit felliug of trees Mrht,e help of JCB, as alreged in rhe conrprair;,;;;.",, noricerr by rhc RFo (prorecfion)tr\'ildlife' The areaexpericnccd srrrng winJr*a"ro,,"oriai mins o, : i; 
-oilraay 

zo:0.Iiighr rrees were founcl uproorcd onO i*f..nlr.-r" *rrd, .rdl.i

46206



3) Regarding alleged ,nurruu excavation in C.No. 96,gg,109,120,12l,125,126
As mentioned in point.no. l. existinycar in NN fR rhe.roarjs run through ;;;:ff:,frJ:,j;::.1i:li:"ll.j#,H

LTX,"TI.'"?,:1"':* ..;; ;id.';;;*,, used in thcrepair work. Ground

:,::**::l:tffi iilil:rfi T&"#:#:i::.:T*'nY;:*#
excayated. 'tv',r wur^ ano no ffees ]ere felled. w'hile rnumrm was

{) 
}1so".ins 

ontry ofJCB no' *IH 3s G s92r fronr pongezara gate anrr r\fangezari

'lhe 
said JCB entcred fronr pongezard 

Eare tn nnr^,......,-

Iffi llffi ;';'f ln.,"'::i; ":';;;;;*[i:, ::^'[? ,;:,,ff ,*:':;,: -orks in

rvork in the month 
"ff;tJr:'rTtezari 

sate as mentionecl.i,, n;;';.';";r road repair
AII the entries wer. tuk.n in gate registr.r.s.

5) Disturbance toTiger m(,yrment in Nagzira Rangc

. . Tigen l. g, T 9 and tigressT 4 rvirh tnn cubN. crisrurbanc. r,o, f".o"tAuu; ;;:::::::0s 
are residcnr rigers of Nagzira range.

desirting work anct o,,"to 'ou',u 
in tleir moven

'rhis 
has been .srbsrturt:l'.'-:: 

t'"" 
';;;;;; t;'t"t 

pattcrrl due to road repairing or
iated by recerlt canera,.rrrlrilJlrl'"ving 

insicle the core zone.

6) .Allcger, illicit fclling of .100-500 rrees in C. No. 9?,96,9g,t25,126,I09,121

As mentioned in pc.
t ,r,,r ,ii,..,;'.lJ;'# i"1'jrl,1lfl,l:'ff.':"i reporr orACF, Neseira, iricit
the cotnplaint. Again, du" ," ."*r. u.., *#;:.f 

of the corupartmenrs nrlnrionetr in
arl above .on,pu*.n,.. 

lphotos ;;il#;;:::1.:-r-':":o to varying nurn!s15 in 
-

's artached hererr.ith).

Tablc l: List of ryintlfallen frees compartmeut ryise

Conrpartm6Gil xumtrciEiiia

Anogci.rii
(Dhrrrvda)

Ottgcnio
dulliergi.raoida.r

F
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.4,

l-t I

Fr.orn the above merr
r(1ad ,ret\{.ot.k in nagzira uno ll** 

fads, il is very crear tr

*hire doirs r'esc works. 
to improve rhe haunat;;;';;:fil:J:,:;l',#:::lrH;:;

4.,(\..--- l'\t-l
*:llY".': of Fr:rcsts Field Director,

avegBon Nagzira Tiger Resene, Conrlia

:ir'
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,ft acomrnmdatims or dr. 5{,bf,o'IlrHftrlt 4 rylIltrd 1r nm{ ufr lf'u6d tr

hril,,tfr otvision, *inisry ore*iffi;;;;tt *d arnatr cfsrqp rtde

rn pur,rarrce - * JX #Tf#*xffiffi L"'.dq !e'd tr:

rrltrr r*r;rrrh roi], a ,uil#*;"0-_rr'ffi"*rffi*n" Tctruri* 'iryL -try !'e!ilin'l

ttrurr.t tir WrL*irc, *.cs oor$tnsrdul*t}tUmisu,yJE*'ityTjt'Fu*t-tdto-ht'?{a6dl'c013-
\\,|.rlrrtrlrl2{rrhlurrc.o'l-rt""'*-rrfrtfcrmrtof&rrr&+mlllint*rrrarf,nEo**:
. I $ tiunrc a compreb*miw sBidtlift fot r:onsrnx*:a'rrptk ict nn@ pcring tr{'fl*h rA i! ihc oowl-

- tkrign bcst practicc tul rrxhrmdr Fq'il t$*tqf * *--: o*'q-ry* *
Thc l Et ruc*ing of ll6*ogmin* * ***o*, oo rud fuly. x}l}. Tk tctrld 6thg of *r #

cr)flu*irrrr ,rr, .*rooolnc 6thAugus*" rnri- ritt ,,r p*nidpanu r*'Lo rtrrdcrlhd rftr E.tiss$s!

gi,,'cn in Anntxure'[-
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FfrEA$&.E
BsckSroffid

Ra*,r *c ur ts*cnr-ist pqt rf !rd{r:r 
a.*rbp"i prrr*'tufng virc-Tanff'atryt*t "%m

thc c*uurry.. yrr, *h* rfu,r issr$ffr *ft**Ha* .d*'d *G'*;d*d it ri4*soirtat

lrumonqJonrinilc.f hBdr':4cr[ nmrL U1t.*'*-r*Siry ;; ry +GI u nx'Jfal-surc rrl riLl

rncrlc,r inhlbiring rhcrc ucrr- wryo.rutrer-r**ki AEui' trt-o;t' ilnfct of mrdr rcfiEr

{y},rrly usdrr'i*o& *.-f l. ,1" q*r* -"1 iJtr;;; "d;"M ?4*4I t'stttts d,o ra roid

i,..,ctulrils. Elctxlers, ;;; nut *tlt enrufJ * m! *ryr rict@d 6{*hl$krl tfiett* h ho&

mffurhl r4d rqurtie,rr*tur.rt $r!)5,)tr4!E*. urffi fi"rb* fti$qlYl tb* tl'-td!'Lishly er@d ullsl

llehit$t3, Trey l*crk &ilrr *ooriroi,y; *r-ril i*r[; usinttF'*trq **'T Pd. dpimdr'tnq*

trr6 *nvEr.sr.!**"*p1,,Ti*i -*,f;**Tl'it.in'h-i-h 6ra1ti! lmp+t wiulifs"n$&L c*aucsril ff'I*&uq url

lrrndrlirl*r' fnrrirllv";ti iifth*IP *Y * -*fir-tf ll'-t!ry*til s E*t-csrll Y* tuqrstu t

rhsryH.thurt*ulingrnr*rl*tq1t'U*rcfy,c+-ori,@rygl1-uNf-tYt,t*t.".ttr'ryiaPd*tEifi'
Liner, rnd r*risu a1i*unnryq*- uple* ** ffiffi;;;@; *; d'hd*! *ry ryid* tryrht* k*

I irr*gnl q,iu$ri*B -r,frtiiJ n** r., fq,F*qr e.rrfuu*rr * ry* firrn rtbicle*" h il

r r,*rv rriffie $lr ur prov*k rhr r*ryrkir* **rurffio .o* ir io "*ll o*tiun-e ir*"ni:t-::.*!s*rd lqrr d

I rt11e turue *.*rr** xr,* ffitiin*.*r*.ffi *ti*.*r t*ir*r u ruq mrur**rrou rr'*iu' rqirsqeu*

l .rf *,sdr *rrd rheir,,rrNt**htfl *l *rt ffiH *Xffiffiffi:jffii*tfii:ffiTTffiffiTffiffiri*il',u*; p*sct dr rxxr h4{s*iwr i,*s

rurrrrrsl e*rrr i*slulisg ntl€#-,xo,nq1.n+f t,it" xrrt*tl Boild frr'tlirl**rft h:[ll' p,rder ro

c.rrrrurri*r rEvrcrx of 16 currcru rtubcaf1nwrff;;'* r*n t r*t rrc.,i*rrffids*rc.'r spori5cr-

ile rurirerr gui*+rine* ,n ;kh,fr-ir negxi** r#ou ***l l.bitn*rod r*d *p**i*r" ooa hc r'hri$ilcd

BA'E Ff,tllttfL['" ' xrP'r'r',ff.'
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I'hc c*rnrriittct F€rtffitt€nfi tlx h$mrn1:''l"-n";;; 
qr,m er rhc r* emu5 tbffiiryh l,tsharl qtu ry P;rys-*t Ti{ tt*btffi {rrHl
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fi. Tht *rnuurrlurs rl*o ryntd dtrr rbc lt'ildlifr kstilsc sf hdh rh*nkl fuulhrt pi&*ixi . fr rr*iU
rord'r by rhc FoneriDcprrtm.ntl" fir pmr*lon FEF{a. h F""*r.d ;;- {n-*t 

-ffitdtt

Hrhl tarr lnd d*rfinatcd eo rridm
lLyu*tr*nt of Rordr rfrhtr pAr:

[lltft*tlonl Fr crirrrng nn&. rrFin arrl uui*trmr uf*iiting m@el fir rtpilfuin$,rm& rhl *r
imparrnhlc dunns rnsruffinirll-*cghas rfi& l* dcrdihid it ilrr lt:cnrurm&hxt dnbtt. it b k;lrrn1irc
tlut mrigatnn rrsnrrrFct rc hchrl*d- Ir rbr fqq.r Fh{ii!$ &ri;r\ kt3-t i;FtJ;d;;
rrxmdriog IIBBE . TLir rcqeirs axrsncr loftfiiilir*iE{irtrrdil qtk-*!**l} m'*otq56 **lgU
,i<r, ;:ti=::,iiira nd urrrr- ltir rbdl bc csuitrrcd onb fu crirtiE rrrxfirE rrd fur r.r sucr
u:st ::rr orrior gircn *licr h*v* $ryc€hfldIcly mi{ccd rnd *rrcnrlcd" dt deq1p E

-ufrfxrixrn- Tlac rrt rbo $rg tCI hix, r lh fisr* S* fitq rdrnir*:* rd hd tG
\1 -- s:-v cf Eurjmsmtil td forqrr ld itl strtrrory b{d{+ *xf, r rlc ttrlknrl Berrt &r t*Tdifc.
F,,t.=r .{r}r'mry Corrmfur,cr rndth }&si Apg fewrrtiira.nutnriry, u ldtmt tn cci crrc-

-\n crlnrrira 161s[aErrgEn'nL ECEu\Rr hlrrc Ftcl rteffiEmdcd iE if,€ HBftai &ril grilcsr
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Chairperson C r I' \)z
I ;: l:.141

Bhandara Dist
SA#H5ru.ffiAruSAtr}

i: { ::,r: ,,i,1,; }, Secretary

Date:07 October,2020
o/

he PCCF, Wildlife,
4aharashtra State,

anbhavan, Ramgiri Road

ivil Lines, Nagpur- 440001

ubject- Taking disciplinary action against officers involved in illegal tree cutting & Murom excavation in Koka

Vildlife Sanctuary NNTR Core Zone

lespected Sir,

rcidents of tree-cutting (with axe/machine), tree-felling (with JCB), Murom excavation (with JCB), illegal transport of
orest produce outside the forest have been occurring in various compartments in Koka Wildlife Sanctuary Range

vhich is a part of Navegaon-Nagzira Tiger Reserve (NNTR). These incidences have been occurring by labourers on the
rrders of officers who are responsible for the said deforestation and destruction of wildlife. More than 10,000 trees
rave been cut down with axe and machines; furniture was made from wood so obtained from cutting down these
rees. Murom excavation was done with JCB into near about 3 to 5-meter depth. These,activities (tree-cutting, Murom
:xcavation) are violation of certain laws and rules related to forests & wildlife protection. All the details of these illegal
rnd unethical activities are described below:

lesponsible officers for the said tree-cutting & Murom excavation in Koka Wildlife Sanctuary Core Zone:

1. Sachin Jadhav, RFO, Koka Wildlife Santtuary Range, NNTR

2. Smt. R. U. Sawant, ACF, Koka Wildlife Sanctuary, NNTR

- ^ 3. Punam Pate, Dy. Field Director, NNTR

') 4. Ramanujam, Field Director, NNTR

5. O. S. Banote, RO, Koka Wildlife, NNTR

6. Mohan Hake, Forest Guard

7. Nagpure, RO, Chandrapur Round

8. Ambule, Forest Guard

9. Sawsakde, Forest Guard

10. R. D. Bhendarkar, Round Officer
11. C. P. Pardhi, Forest Guard

12. Other Round Officers and Forest Guards as well as higher Authorities

Compartments where the said tree-cutting, Murom excavation was done:
Compartment No. 384, 385, 160, 165,'J.68, 17 6, 169, 180, 777, I73, 1t5, 17g, 172

f;.gr#ion in which illegaldeforestatlon and Murom excavation was done
The aforesaid illegal activities were done during December 2019 to May 2020.

f3ne during the lockdown period.

a\r\ai
Ic\i /.Y

/.,/.^
( ,' r\Jt /' \\

"/ i\i\b'\'

Most of the illegal tree cutting was

to Ll Ig

li Road,shivajiWard Sakoli. Email tD:sachinpfas@gmail.com. Mob.No.7588879566/8999502536
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on Wildlife and Tiger Conservation

e cutting/felling of trees destroys the ttatural habitat of birds & insects, destroys food source of herbivores and
finally disturbs food chain. Wild animals move to another location within the forest and outside the forest which results
into man-animal conflict. The motive of government to declare any forest as Wildlife Sanctuary is to protect wildlife
and to conserve environment. The motive of declaring any forest as Tiger Reserve is to protect tigers and the natural
habitat of tigers. The funds provided by the government for Wildlife Sanctuary and Tiger Reserve are useless if officers
(who are appointed for the protection and conservation of wildlife) destroy wildlifi: themselves. The loss of bio-
diversity as well as flora and fauna due to illegal deforestation and Murom excavation is not expected and not
permissible to be done by any officer.

lmportance of NNTR in Nationat Wildlife
NNTR is situated in central lndia and is a natural habitat for tigers. NNTR has connectivity with other tiger reserves in
Maharashtra, Madhya Praciesh, Chattisgarh & Telangana. Deforestation in NNTR may lead to displacement.of tigers to
other locations.

L

Possibility of illegal trade of forest produce
A large-scale deforestation was done in Koka Wildlife Sanctuary.
wood. Wood so obtained is primarily used for furniture. There is

merchants and illegal trade of forest produce was done.

It can be concluded that it was done for obtaining
a possibility that the wood so obtained was sold to

Acts and Rules which have been violated and under which criminatlforest offence may be filed
Sec. 33 (1) of lndian Forest Act, !927
Sec. 75 of lndian Forest Act,1927
Sec. 29 of Wildlife Protection Act, L972
Sec. 31 of Wildlife Protection Act,1972
Sec. 3B of Forest Conservation Act, 1980
Guidelines issued by NTCA.

Biodiversity Act,2OO2 & Rules 2OO4 & 2008
Sec. 3 of Minor Minerals Act, 1957 

J

Enquiry of intentiona! financial gains to responsible officers
The purpose of doing these illegal and unethical activities by aforesaid officers is financial gain. The enquiry of
monetary gains received by responsible officers is needed.

Valuation of trees which were cut down
A research was conducted by Ministry of Environment & Forests, Government of lndia,.which states that, a tree of age
50 years, cut-down for timber is priced INR 50,000 per tree. But the tree is not cur, it provides environmental services
which values INR 23,00,000 per year. More than 10,000 trees were cut-down in the said forest. Tfierefore, timber of

'-ii:9 
crore is lost. But a tree provides environmental services worth Rs. 23,00,000 per year. Therefore, the value of

10000 trees is Rs' 2300 Crore per year. The loss so incurred to Government and to the environment must be refunded
by the guilty officers.

Murom excavation for any purpose is illegal
Murom is a minor mineral and can not be excavated inside tiger reserve,
areas.

lmmediate action needed
The concerned officers must be suspended immediately. Forest offences and
guilty officers.

wildlife sanctuaries and other proteeted

criminal offences must be filed against
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scription of trees which were cut down:
losl ai the tree that were cut down were Teak trees and were of 10 to 20 years of age, up to 7 meter in length and

abcut 20 to 60 centimetre in diameter. Trees other than teak, were also cut down. Ain, Bija, Sihna, Garadi, dhawna,
Mon, Atai, charoli, Kinhi and others are the trees which were cut-down.

Deforestation and Murom excavation in compartment No. 3g4 & 3g5
ln Compartment No. 384 & 385, Murom excavation was done. Teak and other trees were cut-down. About 500 to
1000 trees were cut-down.-

Deforestation and Murom excavation in compartment No. 1G5
ln Compartment No. 165, Murom excavation was Cone. Teak and other trees were cut-down on 3 to 4-hectare area.
About 1000 trees were cut-down.

Deforestation and Murom excavation in compartment No. 1Gg
ln compartment No. L68, pits formed by Murom excavation are near Kasai Gate in Kawlewada bit. About 500 trees
were cut down.

Deforestation and Murom excavation in compartment No. 176
ln Compartment No. 176, deforestation was done on 18-hectare area. Teak as well as other trees were cut down by
machines and axe. Some trees were felled by JCB. About 5000 trees were cut-down in compartment no. 176.

Deforestation and Murom excavatidn in compartment No. 173
ln Compartment No. 173, Dudhara beat, tree cutting and Murom excavation was done. Near about l"000trees were
cut-down in Compartment No. 173.

Deforestation and Murom excavation in compartnient No. 1g0
ln Compartment Nc. 180, Khurshipar camp, tree cutting and Murom excavation was done. About 400 to 500 trees
were cut-down.'

Deforestation and Murom excavation in compartment No. 169
ln Compartment No. 169, tree cutting and Murom excavation was done. About 400 to 500 trees were cut-down in 4
to S-hectare area.

Deforestation and Murom excavation in compartment No. 177
ln Compartment No' 177, tree cutting and Murom excavation was done. About 400 to 500 trees were cu!-down in 3
to 4-hectare area.

Deforestation and Murom excavation in compartment No. 175
ln Compartment No. 1'75, tree cutting and Murom excavation was done. About 500 to 700 trees were cut-down.

Deforestation and Murom excavation in compartment No. 179
ln Compartment No. 179, tree cutting and Murom excavation was done. 8 to 9 feet pit was dug on about 20*25 feet
area.

Deforestation and Murom excavation in compartment No. 172
ln Compartment No. 172,tree cutting and Murom excavation was done. 4 to 5 feet pit wJs dug on about 15*20 feet
area.

Transport of cut-down trees outside the forest
The trees cut-down were transported out of the forest by departmental vehicles. The,forest vehicle MH 35 D 423 was
used for the transport of cut-down trees.
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Action which is needed to be taken against officers who will found to be guilty after investigation

The Special lnvestigation Team should be formed to investigate this case and the complainant should be a member of

investigation team.

The forest offences must be filed against the guilty officers.

The loss (incurred to GoW. due to illegal activities by guilty officers) must be refunded by guilty officers.

The properties of guilty officers must be seized in case they fail to refund the loss caused by their wrong-doings.

Media coverage

The news relaied to deforestation in Koka Wildlife Sanctuary was published in various newspapers continuously'

Copy to for information and necessary action-

1. Smt. Maneka Gandhi, Member of Parliament & Chairperson, People For Animals India

2. Divisional Commissioner, Nagpur Division, Nagpur

3. District Magistrate & District Collector, Distt- Bhandara, Bhandara

4. Superintendent of Police, District Bhandara, Bhandara

5. Dy Conservator of Forests, Bhandara District, Bhandara

ser€eta rf , PaA, atd itd a'ld-
qua'.lTAqr sl'r' -'r'I

er. 6p.[flt

i
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trry S'qT :- Fl-$fa-*n rql*r aTtFIRpq2g -Ztl t't 3.1- rTfrgTffifi: t4 tttzozo
qh,

qr. 3Tq{eqHB*enfttrfi,
,TTsd,n'nT{.

frqq :- Taking disciplinary acton against officer involved irr
excavation in KOKA wildlife Sa,cruary, NNTR core Zore.

rieri:- 1. q'. qtIHIqTfli{qrf, F;q-dq qERN{T$q, mrq{Eii wfi.n$)N.ffi..35(20-
L) I r 6zUZo -2 1 fq{is' 29 aTeziq{, 2020

z q'r sTqlm-qTa q-{ m. e;+fi-sfi.fiRE;im"r ffir-qRlq./ 1 6zo kitn 29 . t 0,z0zo
3 35q-fr+lqffiq .l,rffi. s'qT-1 (3T) dd,trdrRl583 k{i"n 02.11.2020.

4. wriqr6qt, T&nq-EHk-tT qiq xqtq qt{, Hmhat qit.r* ffi.. qrqT f-iimlrn-m sT,/2158
hd+" n.rl.zozo

ei'n"fr rie"fic s{ F.l q 3 3ffi &1. Hh-{ ffi-, €fr-q, people of Arrimals frtql* qd,
tf,€'= FE' :- r*l=? # ?G 3'EEFT qriT ? ir, q:iEl q.riT EIR H I+@T a-gr. +iq.!fls q"
F' : :---a; : -:l='=?. ;zr-a-,l,-frltT qi-+ t-igrq eH, qt.enHt qirT fuqqiftrd y-6ro,ft HffiffiEle-.I{

ps EEFi 
=El; =r= ffi €{-deriT {rqr s-o-qrEwfl qiqa ++rt ETA. frq$q 4 qq'E 3rrcitle"m,./'

( ffi-.n?l+ilE1q qfd, $Hi$qirlfrqqifrmn+rqrqrffi irnErf, {rq{+d-mT aTr}.
\/
Yr- 

EE-fi ftHqifrffi q"6{rrrqT iis\fr oTo-qro frE-e.,qfffi qi-n srfiTqTqTw-o qr qr-qn vilgq

'\' g;qq q-qrq1tri-d 3Tii. ftltdTqikfi q eirqyrroqrf{r#{rqfuqq Etq-{. I

v6rr- qirmnqd. /ti

[,\*.2
(enr. qq. {.qEEq.)

Ttre_rTTTk-<.r qH Trqtq q}T, .ilRqT.

!-frftrui :- 1. rri' qql{ gq q;r*irqrfi F-qqtqi q-dT-flq trGq, rTrqr qirn qr|}r+ q gTrd€ffi' ffiqqfu{q€E{

2. a.RiqTm-6, iaiTrq-qTTBRTerdil,gtq en, HsMqiff qrkfrq Briqtd.

.o:_ft"
:$

illegal tree cutting & Murom

ffi-r-qrE n-r-i crEiqlEE'rq-m Ei-lFi H-r rIrI-{qT qlEr H'Iurrtrq.
-{flr-{{fr.si.zt*, Sser*srt}frqr, rrrrrg{rte-+ mr+im 07182 z5tz32*.w n2512So firq . 441614

.,:I5Er
?:f?,i?,
$qliq#ilttil
r?&*,t;*gv
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I rrrprir y r r.port 6n conrplaint made by Shri. Sachin Rangari, Sakoli, District Bhandara

l,lr.li.rrrlr11 I,(r1g:rri, Sakoli (District Bhandara) has made a complaint alleging that tree

lrrltlr;1, trlut'r'unt r:xcrvation nnd illcgal transport of forcst prodttce orrtsi<le the forest area took

1rl.rt.r: irr l(rrka wilcllife sanctuary during the time period December 2019 to May 2020. He has

:rllt,1,1r.1d tlrat 0fficers and staffs of Navegaon Nagzira Tiger reserve are responsible for the illegal

;rclivitie.s alleged in the complaint.

To conduct preliminary enquiry Field Director, Deputy Director and As-s,i$tant Conservator

of Forest, I(o]<a Wildlife Sanctuary visited l(oka range and inspected various conipartments raihere

iilicit cutting w,ere alleged to have taken place in large scale. Br-rt no such illicit felling was observecl

during field visit. In the same complaint he alleged that murum was excavated in koka range. Few

burroly pits were observed and murum excavated was found to be used fcr repairing the roads in

koka range. Thus rnurum extracted was found to be used lor lorestry activity. From the preliminary

enquiry it was found that no illicit felling took place and mut'ttm excavated was rtsed for repairing

the roads in ltoka range.

I1 ordel to conduct enquiry in detail, compartments tttentioned in the compiaint were

allotted to officers, as showl heiow in order to condttct field inspection and enquire into the

complaint

ls-ril croro,t**t No. Cfficer tc rnrhom the com artment were allotted

1:l s i73 Fieid Dii'ector, IiNTR
Deputl, Director, NNTR

I - 1 ,' . /^
i- J ii lL,/

: i75,176 & 180
j 3E4,385 & 165

glficers too visited the allotted compartments and inspect'ed the florest area to enquire the

aliegations made iir the complaint. Based on the report submitled by the officers, following things

lvere r:bserved ip the compartrnepts; allotted to officers, with respect to the complaint.

Enquiry report findings

Murrum e,rcavation and

cutting of500 to 1000 trees
1l Four illicitly felled
stun-rps fmeasuring 0.29

curn in total) were observed.
Two tiesh stump.s of Ain
(felled B-10 days back) with
less thatt 50 cm. girth.

Trvo 3 ro 4 months old
sturrps [teak 99 crn. gil'th

GPS track
and rletails of
stumps
attached

1

fr

Sub DF0, Navegaon Nationai Park

ACF, Nagzira Wildiife Sanctua

RFO, Protection Squhd [Wildlifu),

Allegations in the
complaint

S. i Compartment
no I no.

and bhirra 78 cm. girth

/DE}'wi€r'+ "

1::. i;t

Remarks

1. 384
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2) Murrum was excavated in
three locations and it was
r.rsed for road repair works
in the financial year 201,9-
20

2, 385 Murrum excavation and
cutting of500 to 1000 trees

lJNo murrum vvas.

excavated.

ZJNo tree cutting was
obserued.

GPS track
attached

3. L65 Murrum excavation and
cutting of 1"000 trees over 3-
4 ha area"

1)No murrum was
excavated.

ZJNo tree cutting was
observed.

GPS track
attached

4. 168 Ivlurrum e:<cavation and
cutting of 500 trees

1)No mun-um was
excavated.

2 ) 70 old str.rmps (2-4 year
oldJ Ain - 1 no, rvith girtli 93
cm & Teak - 9 no. with girth
<60 cn:

No fresh sturrrps wcre
observed

GPS track
and details of
stutnlls-
attached

5. 1,76 5000 trees were cut down
Murrurri excavation.

lJNo murrum
excavated

2) No tree cutting
observed.

was

was

GPS track
attached -

5. 773 Murrum excavation and
cutting of l.000 trees

1) A burrow pit of size
7*8*1.3 m was observed,
Murrum excavated was used
for road repair works in the
financial ye ar 2019 -2420

2) No tree cutting was
observed

GPS track
attached

u
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Transport ofcut trees outside the forest

No trees rvere felled and transported outside the forest by department vehicles. The

vehicle MH 35 D 423 (Bolero camper, the official vehicle ot RFO Koka) is being used by RF0

Koka for regular patrolling and duty. But the complainant alleged that L0000 trees were

felled and transported outside by the Bolet'o camper vehicle

Summary of enqr"riry findings:

i,).-i:i:::.:;.:-':.::3;;tl; i..sieii:;n:n ail t.tc c.:ntpa:tlrrents tr{lereitt 10000 trees \4,ere allcgecl to

have b:er, l::,:d:n Koka',i'ilrjiife sanciuai-y it is crystaI clear that no such massive illicit felling of
trees ha.s tai:in place in Koka 'r,Vildlife Sanctuary.

2J 0nly in ihree compartments (C.No. 38+, L68 & 169J i 7 illicit stumps were recorded. Even those

trees rvere not lound felleci during the saicl period Decefi'66f26G b May 202a.

2J lvlurrum excavated in few locations was used only for t'oacl repair works, wltich is essential for

protectiou of forest and wildlile in Koka Wildlife Sanctuary, Thus it is clear that the murum

excavated was used for forestry activity in order to conserve to conserve forest and wildlile by

doing regular patrolling.

3J Allegation of using the vehicle MH 35 D 423 [Bolero camper, the oflicial vehic]e of RFO l{okal for

transporting 10000 lrees which are said to be felled is the wild allegation made by the complainant.

Even a Iayman will tell its not at all possible to transport these many trees in Bolero camper vehicle

even if these manytrees were felled, This allegation, made without applying mind, ilself shows

that all the allegations made by the complainant are baseless and frivolous.

4) When no illicit felling of 10000 trees tool( place in Koka WLS, it is inferred that the oflicers and

staffs are not inclulgecl in any illegal and unethical actirrities'

From the enquiry by the officers after condr-rcting field visits, the rindersigned is of strong

opinion that the allegations made in the complaint are baseiess and frivtllous. Hence, necessary

aptiop may be taken against hini to prevent the con:plainant lrom wasting tinie ancl energy in

11. 179 Mumrm excavation over an
area 20*25 feet with B.g foot
deep and cutting oftrees.

1)No murrum was
excavated

Z)No tree cutting was
observed.

GPS track
attached

L2, 172 Murrum excavation and
cutting oftrees.

1JA burrow pit of size
4.5*3.5*1,25 m was
observed.

2)No tree cu[ting
observed.

was

GPS track
attached
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conducting enquiry on such baseless allegations. Moreover he should be blacklisted
department and his complaints should not be entertained in future.

Hereby i submit the enquiry report for information and nece.ssary action.

Encl.: GPS track and details of illicit stumps attachecl

[R.M.RAMANU]AMJ
Conservator of Forest and Fidl.d Director,
Navegaon Nagzira Tiger Reserve, Gondia

by the
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Compartment No, 168

Sr. No Name of tress. Girth R;;";i;

1 Ain/Saja 93 c.m. Stump was 3 to 4 Years old

2 Teak 38 c-m. Stumpwas 3to 4 Years old

3 Teak 50 c.m. Stump was 3 to 4 Years old

r',
I Teak S.a c.m. Stump was 2 to 3 Years old

t)
I
l
I

Teak 43 c.m. Stump was 2 to 3 Years old

lb
i

Teak 32 c.m. Stump was 3 to 4 Years old

,+__
t-it Teak 33 c.m. Stump was 3 to 4 Years old

o Teak 54 c.m, Stump was 3 to 4 Years old

9 Teal< 49 c.mr Stump was 3 to 4 Years old

10 Teak 62 c.m. Stump was 3 to 4 years old

I

=4ti

t

C; No. 168, 169 and 184 during field inspection

Compartment No 384

I

I

_l

Compartment No. 169

Sr. No Name of tress Girth Remarks

Ji1(.Vtd\)o
i

25 c.m. Stump was 10 to 20 days old

; ti.,
I

50 c,m. Stump was B to 10 days old

J

lnatas
90 c.m. Stump was 10 to 15 clays old

Sr. No Name of tress Girth Remarks

1 Ain/Saj'a 40 c.m. Stump was B to 10 days old

2 Ain/Saja 50 c.m Stump was 8 to 10 days old

3 Teak 99 c.m Stump was 3 to 4 month old

4 Bherra to c.m Stump was 3 to 4 mor,ih old

irrp a-*D,N,ffP)
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OFFICE OF THE CONSERVATOR OF FORESTS & FIELD DIRECTOR NAWEGAON NAGZIRA TIGER RESERVE GONDiA'

.,vanbhavan" T. B. Toli, Kudwa Road, Gondia. Phone No,01782- 25L?32,25L?50.
Fax No -251250 E.mail.

Desk-Steno/ enquiry 12020-27 I 1 7 9j
CONIFIDENTAL

Gondia, Dated:-)/ / 112020

To,

Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Wildlifle) East,

Nagpur.

Sub: Baseless ailegations against officers anclsta[f.s lrorn NN'l'11. by Mr^srrchitt Il,atlgari, Sal<oli,

. bist.ict Bhandara.

Ref,: Your office letter no. steno/complaint/58312020-21, dt. 02"11'2020

Sir,

I would lil<e to bring to your hind notice few things with respect to Mr,Sachin Rangari,

Sakoli, District Bhandara. He is in the irabit of mal<ing baseiess lrivulUus allugations agaitst NNTR

officers and staffs in recent days.

Cornplaint of illicit fellin&and new roads construction in Nagzira Wildlife SanctuarY

In the month of June 2019, he made a complaint against NNTR management alleging that

thousands of trees were felled and new roads were being constructed in Nagzira Wildlife sanctuary

in adtlition to other minor complaints. He forwarded that complaint to Maneka Gandhi madam,

MoEF & CC, NTCA, PCCF [wildlife), MS and issued press note also. His press note was given wide

publicity both in printing and electronic media. Field Director, NNTR and APCCF (WildlifeJ East too

conducted enquiry and found his complaint to be a baseless one'

Again he complained to Manel<a Gandhi madam alleging that forest dept officers are trying

to protect iheir o'wn officers anLi staffs. He rnacle a demaud to constitute an independent enquiry

comrnittee [with no off,icer from NNTR as a member] with the condition to take hinl inside nagzira

sanctuary along with the enquiry team during field inspection. His demand was accepted and a

committee was constituted with Collector, Gondia District as tlie chairman of enquiry committee

with three members from NGOs. They too conducted enquiry in ltresence of the complainant'

Just I would like to bring to your l<ind notice an incident, which happened w_hen the enquiry

6 ) was in progress to prove that complainant is in the habit of making baseless and frivolous

( r\ .t) allegations agairtst NNTR.

-ty, . 0n 30th JuJy 202A, enquiry contmittee under the chairmanship of District Collector visited

?r\ I ' Nagzira Wiidlife Sanctuary for enquiring the allegations niade in the complaint. ln lront of

!
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committee members and complainant, i requested District Collector "Complainant has darnaged the
image of NNTR and officers Iike anything by getting it published in media" one major complaint
made by him is that 400 trees were illicitly felled in C.No. 125 & 1.26, which disturbed the
lrovelrellt pattern of tigers. 'l'he boundary of both corrlpartrrrer)ts are locaLed wiL5ilr a disLalrce ol'3
km from my camp office and they are in core of the core zone. Villages are located at a distance of
10 km' from these compartments. It is not at ail possible for anyone [o enter these compartments
and feil the trees. He should show those 400 illicitly felled stumps today in front of the committee. If
he shows these many stumps, then i ll accept that we have failed in our duty to protect the forest.
Second major allegation in the complaint is that new roads were constructed in the sanctuary. He
should show those new roads also to the committee". Collector too accepted my request and
instructed the complainant to show new roads and illicitly felled stumps.. complainant clidn,t
showed even a single illicitly felled sturnp and new road. When i asl<ed him why did he made such
bseless allegations, he maintained stonic silence.

In the complaint made in the month of october 2020,he has alleged 10000 trees were felled and
transported outside using the vehicle MH 35 D 423 (Bolero camper, the off,icial vehicle of RFo
KokaJ'ltis the wild allegation n-racle by the complainant. Even a layman will tell its not at all possible
to transport these many trees in Bolero can-lper vehicle even if these many trees were felled. This
ailegation, made without applying mind, itself shows that all the allegations made by the
complainant are baseless and frivolous.

It seems one among his malafide intentions is to his intention is to defame the Maharashtra forest
department, especially wiidlife wing.

complainant seems to have no basic l<nowledge of FCA, wLpA and principt., or wildlife
management, especially meadow development. This is what the officers apd staff's worl<ing in NNTR
realised from the allegations made by the complainant against the off,icer-s and staffs from Nagzrra
Wildlife Sanctuary and Kol<a wiidlife Sanctuary. Enquiring into such baseless wild allegations
results in unnecessarywastage of time and energy of the officers and staffs. when he was told that
tractor was used to plough the land in chital maidan for meadow development works, he respondecl
by saying that FCA was violated by breal<ing and plor-rghing the forest land.

Number of tigers has increased from 190 to 312 in Maharshtra state. Maharashtra state is widely
appreciated both in India and world for doing excellent iob in the field of tiger conservation. It
seems that malafide intention of the complainant is to tarnisli the image of the Maharashtra State,
projecting that so many illegal things are tal<ing place in NNTR and state government is not taking
any action against the officers.

Few press reporters who contacted officers from NNTR were also complaining that the complainant
is continuously pestering them with the request to publish the press note issuecl by him. It shows
the malafide intention of the complainant.
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In the Iatest MEE [Management Effectiveness Evaluation) excercise conducted by NTCA, New Delhi,
Zth position among all 50 tiger reserves in India and 1st position among all the

But the complainant is trying to project that offlcers and staffs in
NN'i'R are indulging in illegal activities, which in turn demoralise the statfs and officers working in
NNTR, which is located in tribal dominated, naxal affected ancl remotest part 0f Maharashtra. Now
conducting meetings with the field officers and boosting their morale has become the regular dut-v
of higher officials in addition to the regular duty. Around 50%o of the field staffs in Nagzira
sanctuary, who promised that they wiil work for one more year applied for transfer and,'got,:

After making baseless allegations in his complaint dated 1st June 2020,he went along with two
persons on 4th June 2020 with camera and threatened Mr.Mahesii Bopche, JCB driver to say that he
felled trees using JCB while working in Nagzira sanctuary. complainant in this regard has been filed
by Mr.Mahesh Bopche, JCB driver in Goregaon Police station, District Gondia on 6th June 2020. This
incident also shows the malafide intention of the complainant. He is ready to go any extent to
defame the officers and the department.

Just by making baseless frivoious ailegations and sending it t0 higher officiais, complaipant is
harassing the officers and staffs and gets them engaged in unproductive work.

Officers and staffs strongly feel that the complainant is misusing the name of'PFA in his favour to
threaten and harass the officer:s and staffs, who are worl<ing day and night in lhe remote, tribal
dominated, most backward and naxal affected area of Maharashtra state. Just because of the
mischievous activities of this compalinan! the image of the PFA, which is well known for protecting
animals, is also geti:ing deteriprated day by day in Gondia and Bhandara districts. . Hence, it should
be brought to the kind notice of the'ihairrnan, pFA at once.

Hence i kindly request you to look into ail these observations and take
him from making baseless allegations against the department in future.

r--: ,ir:ir.l
::ir, r::.::i.{.

necessary action to prevent

(R.M.RAMANUJAM)

Conservator ofForest and Field Director,
Navegaon Nagzira Tiger Reserve, Gondia

Copy to:-

f Rrincipal Chief Conservator of Forests (WildlifeJ, M.S, Nagpur for information & necessary action.
2) Deputy Director, Navegaon Nagzira Tiger Reserve, sal<oli for information
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